Williams syndrome (WS) is a neurogenetic disorder that is saliently characterized by a unique social phenotype, most notably associated with a dramatically increased affinity and approachability toward unfamiliar people. Despite a recent proliferation of studies into the social profile of WS, the underpinnings of the pro-social predisposition are poorly understood. To this end, the present study was aimed at elucidating approach behavior of individuals with WS contrasted with typical development (TD) by employing a multidimensional design combining measures of autonomic arousal, social functioning, and two levels of approach evaluations. Given previous evidence suggesting that approach behaviors of individuals with WS are driven by a desire for social closeness, approachability tendencies were probed across two levels of social interaction: talking versus befriending. The main results indicated that while overall level of approachability did not differ between groups, an important qualitative between-group difference emerged across the two social interaction contexts: whereas individuals with WS demonstrated a similar willingness to approach strangers across both experimental conditions, TD individuals were significantly more willing to talk to than to befriend strangers. In WS, high approachability to positive faces across both social interaction levels was further associated with more normal social functioning. A novel finding linked autonomic responses with willingness to befriend negative faces in the WS group: elevated autonomic responsivity was associated with increased affiliation to negative face stimuli, which may represent an autonomic correlate of approach behavior in WS. Implications for underlying organization of the social brain are discussed.
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Introduction
One powerful method for elucidating the underpinnings of human sociality is to utilize a genetically based disorder associated with altered social functioning as a model. Of particular interest to this line of investigation, Williams syndrome (WS) is a multisystem disorder (Pober, 2010), resulting from a hemizygous deletion of 25-30 genes on chromosome 7q11.23 (Ewart et al., 1993) . WS is associated with a unique social phenotype saliently characterized by increased motivation for social interaction and approach (e.g., Doyle et al., 2004; Järvinen-Pasley et al., 2008; Frigerio et al., 2006) , which may stem from difficulties with inhibition (Little et al., 2013) . The pro-social drive of WS as reflected through a strong affinity toward unfamiliar people has been established through assorted methodologies and paradigms. At the behavioral level, such include observations (Klein-Tasman et al., 2007; Klein-Tasman and Mervis, 2003; Järvinen-Pasley et al., 2008) , questionnaires (Doyle et al., 2004) , eye tracking approaches (Riby and Hancock, 2008, 2009) , and various experimental designs, which have, e.g., compared the willingness of individuals with WS and typically developing (TD) participants to approach strangers (e.g., Bellugi et al., 1999; Frigerio et al., 2006; Martens et al., 2009; Järvinen-Pasley et al., 2010; Martens et al., 2012) . However, it is important to emphasize that despite the robustly established "hypersociability", considerable heterogeneity in multiple domains of functioning exists in WS, in e.g., cognition (perception, attention, spatial construction, social-emotional ability) (Porter and Coltheart, 2005) and social behavior (social approach tendency, response inhibition) (Little et al., 2013; Riby et al., 2014a) .
Collectively, investigations employing "approachability tasks" have provided mixed findings, suggesting that approach behavior may not be entirely indiscriminate in WS. These tasks typically 
